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As a ; , gir 1 , her / /riarae Was Weasel W6mk|i> 
She /was. the eldest; of two brothers arid three 
sis>t4rs . / When sh^ j/^iad^ seen f if teen winter* 

children , would; I g^e. ^jupv th^eir* iadg'e/T anc 
scatter out > to fl/ive with* relatives ' ? ; anc 
friep'ds . But Weasel'/iWom^ri said : . > \ 

• ' 8 • "Somehow, ! isdme way , we can ; ra^hage ■. , 

;, : -r .; - : : • j.i : .' ^ /. ... \\. ■ ' <f ,; 

Vv'yfcp live . ■Yol^!; hbys^.ara old Enough to - ; 
• ^/K^'-hunt: * an& hf^ VWe. 

v -three listers ^'wi|ll keep. t he lodge i n- ^ 
V- good - order*, iand : tan the, skins for cqit • « 
clothing." . ■ | ' ■ r -.v.; : V; i V ; ' ' : - ["'.'• ;V 
And as "she said y so it was done . The' or phar 
family ptoppered . ; . ' j ' . ; 

Btlt Weasel Woman was n.6t- ; satisfied . * Ma n j 
young men and many old aTad* £icKi men wanted tc 
marry her: She said "No ! " so loudly , and sc 
quickly, ; that after 'a tinje all knew ? that^r&he 
would not marry. Where ve<r .. a 5 partfr oi 
warriors gathered for a dance or | feastj 
there she was looking ' on, listening to \rfieii 
talk, and giving what help sh-e coruld t An( 
when a party returned from wary stye was 



Weas.el W^men said, " S o rare hoy , s o ra e way, we c^n:^/;; 
manage '.to Vive, " You boys are olfi^eriaugfr . t? f\ 
hunt -and' bring in' meat and: skinis ; ;, ( We three 
isisjbers will keep the l,o4ge good ord^r f \ y 
and/ tan the skins for oiir ^clothing ; 

loudest . in _ praising theiri. All; she /tallcejd \ df , • 
/al l she^ thought/ about ; ■' w a s "trai'r . ; ; • , ^ j, ' . 
w : On a.n evening i ri.' . h e r t; w e ri£ i e t h s ii ram e r ^ a 
lajr.ge- . party ' of *warr ior4 started ? out to; cross 7 i/ 
th* mquTi'tains, arid / iarA the ^latheads. They . / 
traveled — ill 'fa i g h t . JJhen td^^Aght came , thfey : 
founds that W e a s*e 1 \ W dfPpw a s h them. 
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•) ba^fc|;> : ..hpie'i^y;; i;he ; war chi-e$ told;3 

,? If >yo ( u^; v ^3:li : nati • let ine < go *!it& ?6tfi 'I f 
^7 shall f ol Ifey y du;, " she ?aad . ;*\ ;V , ; V ; H 

OV'/j ; ^ nc f r th^'^ ra^n of jithe V. 

f| party atfvise^ ^ 

j* '? 8° vrifh; l^s ^ , Som^e t h£ng t^ll;s ; mB/ 

; th^fe ss h$ Wi 1 r b r i n g ^ 4 o 6 d rdWfe'^c' 
• .*./ - : as you. advise me, so. shal'l it *b,ei"-. ' 

^ said , the war ehi ; ef ,• and the- woman 1 went on ■ 

witii: :;.|lieni, v No - mar^ of that party t|ased her., 
. npr; pothered , her: :; in ,*' atfy way;.- ^vfeij one T>£ 
th^n^^^r eat^d • her as/^hey: would a ^s t eir v < l|i 
" w£s ^he strangest,- War par ty v tha^ ever' jsei 
■ . forth, firoJKariy tri^ of the plains!^ V" ■/■"'.:.'• 
/; >Z& : was at t hie-; ed^e ; of Fl4t^ead Laice thWt (] 
'X th §y " discovered the* enemy . There was a ' large 
camt>., of the Flat heads / ajj^xtheir friends , the" 
Pend ; d f Oreilles. y Wh*n | night came ttey went 
1 close; ' up : to it, and the woman said to the war 
ch ^ ef « "L.et rae^go in first., , Let me sea; what 
;j I ~ ca,n : , do. I feel that I -shall be successful 
7 M 'th?re.;V "Go!^- the chief told her > "and we ' 
will wait f or you h'ere^ andrjte ready to help * 1 
if yQU ^;|i^ 

Th^ woman rve'tit into the camp, ^W-here^all 
the t'b^st" ;hprsesV fa. thg pebpl e~ their f aist ^ 



i .-I 
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It ^was at the edge of Flathead Lake tfiat they 

discovered the enemy. Th^re was a large camp 

of the Flatheads and their friends, the Perid 
d f Oreilles. 



buffalo runners, their racers, and their 

Mio^ — were picketed close to the lodges 
heir different Owners. -If she was afraid 
of being discovered and killed, she never 
admitted it/ The 1 dying moon . ga#e light 
enough for- her to see the tfize and color/of 
the horses. She took her time and went 
"around among them. Making "her choice, she 
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cut the ropes, of three fine pinta horses, and 
le<i them out "to where I the ' party Awaited her . 
There she tied bhem', qiid went back into camp' 
.with the chief and his. men and again camfe out 
with three/ horses. Saj.d she then*: "I have" 
tj^Jctln ' enough for this time* I will await -you' 

here and. /take care of what we. have." > 

i / . . * . - 

The, men went 1 back ^several times. Then 

.having; ^11 the hotses they cyould drive r 

rapidly, the party struck for the raount£\Las. 

J/n several days 1 ^ time they arrived " home N 

witiiout the "oss of* a "man or a horse. « >, 

1 *A few days % 'af ter the party, came into camp 

the * medicine lodge w v as put up. On the d^y, 

bhat the warri'ors Counted their co,upa, new 
/ ' , 

names were given the'ra. An old warrior and 

medicine man called Weasel Woman before the 

people and had. her count her coup — of going* 

* twice ( intQ the enemy's camp and • taking six 

horses. All shouted approval. , Then the 

medicine man gave her the name , Pi 9 -ta-mak-a , 

Running Eagle. A very great name of a chief 

whose/* shadow had some time bef dre gone on to 

the Sand Hills. * 

Af ter that Pi tamaka, as we now/ ma^y call 

her, did not have to sne^k after a party in 

otder to go to war with them. She was asked 





. T^hen having all th-e horses they could driye 
• tkpidly , ;the party struck; for the mountains 



go. Af ter two or three more successful 
ra^ds against different enemies, the Crows,^ 
the Sioux, -and the Flatheads, she hersejl: 
became a * war chief. Warriors begged" to be 
allowed to join r her .parties . \ They believed 
that; where she led nothing /* but £ood luck 



would come to them, 
clothing when on a 
her i woman's clothing, 
she, like, any man, 
ItheV greatest chiefs and war'riprs 'Same to them 
ind w/re glad to be there* 



. She now wore men s 
raid . A,t home she wofce 

But even in that Vtjress 
gave feast,s t ajid "(Janets . 



On her sixth raid ,. Pi 1 taraaka led .a large; 
war party against the Flatheads. On the 
other side of the mountains, they f ell w ih : 
with a war par.ty^ of* Bloods, one of "o ; ur 
brother tribes of the North. For several 
days the two parties travelad aloAf . together . 
Then# one ."evening the Blood chief, /Falling 
Bear, said 1 to ^yi- taraaka 1 s sefvant., "Qo tell 
your chiqf woman, that I would like to urarry 
her," • A " ' I 

"Chiefs, you do nat understand," the boy 
told him, "She is not that kind! Meo are her 
brothers, and nothing more. She will "never 
marry.. I cannot give her' your 'message . *I am 
afraid that she will be angry-wjith nne for 
carrying it to her. 11 , ^ 

On the n^x;t day, as they were traveling 
along, the , Blood chief said to Pi^tamaka, "I 
'have never! love^j, V but I love nqw. ' I love 
you. My Heart is all yours.. Let us marry. 11 

!t I will not say 'yes 1 to that, nor will" I * 
say 'no 1 , 11 the wc^naji chief answered him'.,/ "I 

• r'i ■ - * . 

will consider what '[ Jyon ask, and give you an' 

I • \i - ( • - 

answer after we make this raid.^ 1 ; 

And with that the Blood chie£ said no 
mo^e but felt encouraged. He thought that in * 
time she would agree -to become his woman. * J • , 

4 ■ 




On the^ other^side of the mountains, 'they fell 
in with a war f>artfy of Bipods, o^ie of o^c 
brother tribes of the. Worth. ! *' ' 

That very ^evening - ^ the scouts ' ahead 
discovered {• a' ; large camp/ of Flathead and 
Kootenai- "Indians, more than a hundred lodges ^ 
of them.'- When* night came both -parties drew 
close. * in\. tpi : it v "Pi;taiaka' ordered her i 
followers^ to remain wfl ere /.they wer? and toltf ^ 
the Bloo'd chief teV'saV the: same th,ing to his 
men. She'; then -told' the , Blood chief to go - 
"into the camp", and .. take Worses. He went in . 

* 4 \ - ' • 

and returned with 'one Tiorse. 
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"It is now my turn," said Pi'tamaka, and 
she.^ent, in and brought out two horses* 4 

The Blood chief wei^t in and brought out- 
two hofses 

. Pi'tTamaka ^went . in and brought but four 
horses, 

; > The -Blood chief went in and brought out 
tw6 houses. 

4 . ■ ■ ~ ' 

■'...* f 

Pi tamVka went in and brought out one 

horse. And tiii&r^she said to the Blood chi>^, 

*** ■ • 

'"Our men, arg. becoming . impatient to go in 

m ■ , * . . • ... 1 • 

thejre - and take horses. We wi4.1. each of us go 

in onee more, and then let them do yha/t they 

can/' "So the Blood chief went in for the 

' • ■ • . • ' • * * 

fourth and *\ last time, and came back leading 

four horses, making nine in all. And then 

Pi'tamaka went ,in and cut the ropes of eight 

horses,, and safel.y led them "out, making in 

.all fifteen that she had taken. The warriors 

then *\werit in, making several trips,, Then, 

wi£h all the horses that could be easily 

driven,. the big double party headed home . ■ 

* ' ' ■' /- ' . - 

On the next day, as Pi 1 tamaka. and the 
Blood chief 1 'were riding together, he said to 
her : 

"I love you so much *that I can 
wait .no longe.r for my answer. Give 



Pi't^maka said, "I gave you your chance' It 
would have been 'yes' had you^u taken more 
horses than I did from the camp "of the enemy.. 
But . I took the most. Therefore I cannot 
marry you." * 

" it to me now. I believe that you are 
going to say, 'Yes, I will be your 
woman . 1 " 

Said Pi 1 tamaka : ; 

"I gave you your chance. It 
would have been yes had you taken 
more horses than I did from the camp 
of the en^my. But I took the most. 

/ Therefore I cannot marry you." 
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I ■ * 

That was her way of getfting around saying 
"no" to the chief. She had beaten him, an 
old experienced warrior, -in taking of the 
anemy T s horses . He could not ask her again 
to become his woman. It is said that he, felt 
J-ejy badly about it all. 'T. 

Pi ! tamaka now carried a gtin when she went 
to war. She used it well in several fights 
with the enemy , counting in all three coups. 
Each one of them the taking of a gun from the 
man , she herself killed. And then, haiya! On 
her ninth raid she led a party against .the 
Flatheads. While she and all her men were in 

the camp choosing horses and cutting the 

j 

ropes, the Flatheads discovered them and 
began firing. She and five of her men were 4 
killed. And scf passed Pi f taraaka, virgin, and 
brave woman chief of our people. She died 
young, about seventy winters ago. 

The F,nd . ' 

* 



15 

11 

' ' . • Y 



"THE 'CAUSE OF THl»GS n 
by James Willard Schultz 



.Gold jiight 
1 Eagle and 



1 



after the 
I sat with 



On a bitterly 
tied i c i n e C h X n o,o k y R£ a 
Rising Wolf xn : lod«ge . » The buffalo robe 
couches were /^^oft*; v and comfortable. The 

o£ the fire made us drowsy, 
slow, and' finally stopped . 
y,i'f e of the young man who 



grateful heat 
talk became 
♦Presently the 



herded 

'■■ • ' ' - 
.son* 

;woif 

chores 



the 
The 
and 



old'.' man's horses came in with her 
:oup£e . raatle ; their home with Ris/Lng 
<f<£lie/ed him 1 ,.;:p4.. all household 



■ v woman trook her place^on a long, broad 
rtfbe tfouch 'with willow, slat;! back rests at 
either ' end of i^t to -the left^bf the doorway* 
TtiWc jfrbf V .^lspi^at^aown ' and snuggled close to 



fid ■'Splfemnly at the leaping fire 

I* 

r-in'g 



v - ^±ng*' ey&s The silence continued. 




wji$£ the child could be 
Then' , he ;^ t ^yri6»d' v and loojced at his 
\|^^d^ /^ee^Ksis'Tah, who. made 



On 'a bitterly cold night after the Medicine.- 
Chinook^ Red Eagle and I sat witth Rising Wolf v 
i*i his 7 lqdge . 



Red^Eagle spoke^, 

. "Woman, is it possible that you 
have not yet taught your son the 
cause of things. You have not told 
him the sacred tales? No? Well, ^ 
come here my boy\ and I will tell you 
a story." ' 
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The littlevJ^f ellow readily ran afouord^ tfie • 

fire to. him// He. was careful to circle pastil 

the doorway instead of in front of the paster 

of the lodge — Chat . wfeuild' break \ ^ one 

medicine--an*d nestred cozily £n.' his lap. 

"Now. ' Now tell me, ..grandfather,' tell me 

tr.ue, who made us?" the boy afeked again. ' ' 

Tire old man fondly stroked his shining, 

parted and neatly braided hair. He answered, 

"Old Man made us. I don't know 

who made him. I guess he always was. 

— - 4. 

He was , and is a god. He was not 
called Old ManAicause of great age. 
The \ gods can not grow old, they live 
r forever . Our first, fathers > gav*e him 
* — that name because of his ^ppeWance, 
He is J)lue oe-yed, white skinned and 
% his , hair is the color of the morning 
sky jus* before the rising sun comes 
ln% sight.- He is very, - handsome, a 
f very beautiful man -this god ? -this 
world maker of ours. 

.. Well, Old Man, having made the 
world/ the ^plains and mountains, the 
^ great lakes and rivers and little 
streams, the trees, plants and' 
grasses, and all the animals; having 

15 19 



Ea-'ci answered', "Old Man made us. I 
t know who made him. I guess he always 
He was and is a god . 



got everything ready; then made us. 
That is he made our, first fathers and 
mothers. But it was not a very good 
place,, there where he caused them to 
grow up and , increase. It was in a 
small valley at the foot of great 
mountains. Soon the people became so 
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many that> they killed off ,all*the 
game and began to starve. Anyhow, 
-there was no food "animals other than 
deer and birds in the country. 

A Said aiji old man to his, iTif e and 
his fch-F-ee .married sons one day ,i 1 1 
' have ha ; d a talk with o,ur Maker/ He 
told- me of a country he had made ° 
where game is plen*i f ul* and pointed 
the way. Let us go-.and find it. 1 

* They started , * the four men and 
women. After climbing high, rough 
mountains for" many days and 
■ descending them for ijiany more days., 
they came at last to the edge of the 
great plains. There they saw game of 
all kinds. They saw many, many 
animals n^w to them. The <Tddes,t of 
all were Whose that later they named 
buffalo. 'iNather,' said „ the oldest 
son, 'let usx^kill one of those high 
backed , long whiskered , black horned 
.grass eaters and taste its flesh. 
Something tells me that it will be 
♦good . 1 

% - 'Very well,' the father answered, 
f it shall be as you say. He rubbed a^ 
secret black medicine on, his son's 

17 

21 









He rubbed a secret black medicine on his 
son's • feet that enabled him to run right up 
alongside a band of animals and kill a number 
of them with bow and arrow. „ , ^ 

* , •» . . i 



feet, which enabled him to run right 
up alongside a band of the animals 
and kill ' a number of t>hem with bow 
and arrow. Their flesh proved to be 
better than 'that of amy of the other 
n,ew animals. The hides were found to 
be best of all for making lodges and 
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•clothing, warm wraps", and bedding. 
# 'My son, ' yo„u hajre ione a great favor 
to us. all,' satd the 'father. 'I see 
now that ye ai*e to become a very 
numerous .people, too many to all Camp 
together , and hunt •" together. 
Therefore, you and your children, and 
those to comjp 'after them,' shall be 
known as the Blackf-eet clan'. In time 
to come you must leave us, and 
choose, and live^ in a 'part of this 
; great hunting ground Old Man has 
given' us,.' r • 

IT • ' •* ■ 

Hearing 1 tjiis, .the other , sons 

became • jealous of their ' elder 
s brother. • 'You make him first in 

everything,' they told their father. 

'You g^ive him the . strong black, 
running medicine. You give him a^ 
name for himself and. his clan that is 
to be. .You give him, the choice of a 
part of this' great plains country. 
Now, what are you going to do for 
us?' . 

Go forth on discovery, 1 the 
father ordered. f Gb east, go south, 
into unknown-to-us country and learn 
what is there. When- you return I 



'S3 



clothing , and 
i. people*, of this 
The ' whites , 
call us South 



will give yoir names" according to what 
yoji* huave done, 1 

The sqns departed at once arid^ 
were., gone I a long .tim^ .The second, 
son '-'returnU ' fir-st. He brought some 
weapons and same beautiful clothing^ 
of a straiige .people^, enemies who had, 
\tried to kill hiw. *So -the-father 
named him Pi-kun-i , 
from him are 'we, tw 
tribe, * 'descended, 
knowing no better, 
Blackf eet . 

The third son, the youngest, came^ 
home. He/ had* gone farthest and >seen 
many strange peoples.- He killed and 
scalped a number'' of their chiefs. 
Because of « that the name Ahk-ai-na,- 
or fjfft- short,' Kai-na, Many .Chiefs was 
given him, for himself . aad those to 
come after him. ( 

As the old father hadV_pjredicte'd , 
the children of his sons, a\d their 
children after them.? rapidly 

increased in the rich game land Old 
Man had given them. Soon the time 
came when they were obliged to 
separate"} Having the first' right, 



20 



24 



the Blackfeet clan chose the country '< 
warred by the. North Saskatchewan 
River and its tributaries. Next,' the 
• Clan of the P^L-kun-i had: the say v 'and 
: they 'took th^y "lands along the upper 
- Mssouri River and its feeders. This 

• . P ^S* d ."^ 9 ' be tb » e ric hest land of all. , 
Theresas left, then, for the Kai-na; 
or as the whites mistakenly call 
- them, --the bloods; the country wa't^red ' 
'by 'the Belly, Old Man's, and St. 
Mary's Rivers, and that they chose. 
And that, ray son, is the story of the 
beginning of things.. Having 'made us 
and given us the best, of all g^me 
lands, he went away to. the west, v 
saying that he would return some day. 
We look for hira. to arrive at any ' 
time." 

"Yes, grandfather," " the youngster piped, 
"I understand it all now. The Old Man made 
us and gave us, the Blackfeet, Kai-na and 
P.i-kun-i, the richest country of all the 
world for our very ' own. Yes," he was very 
good to us, wasn't he! Tell me more about 
hira." ' 

% 
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l** ea '\WW*f*Mtijk 'lived--- with 

^^ackf^t diirdng , the Hf9 quarter % of tie 
g nineteenth century. ;He saw the last' of thl 
; great?. Buffalo herds disappear and the forci#| 
of the. Blackfeet o onto smaller and .sialil 

the: Blackfeet. "The Cause -of Things" '■ is pafc 
of a larger , story, called . "Famine. Wintefc 

v - I pa c'ii-l • G ? T N ? TH0BE TIMES (ed. by Eugenl 

- i ee Silliman. University of Oklahoma Presai 
l 0rman V l V^' c The present editor, Joff 
Reyhner, simplified th* • stories for use # 
elementary stud^s on tfce :-"..:^acfcS'# 
Reservation . • ;£/••>. 

«sL T he Blackfeet Reservation is located in 
- "?T th r c e n t F? 1 Montana oa t h e e as t ern edge o f 
4 ,; C f y Mou ntains next to' Glacier National 
' fW" 'A- waterfall in Glacier National Park 
* is named in .honor of Running Eagle whjg 
; .Probably lived sometime in the first half oT 
, the nineteenth century. • .\ . 

3>4 , To , ie " arn more about the Biackfeet, three 
, -books . are suggested: THE BLACKFEET: RAIDERS 
•OF THE NORTHWESTERN PLAINS by John C. Ewera, 
V Sf K, Of:0Wah0fa Press, 1982; BLACKFOOT 
LODGE T^LES;:. by George ^pf - Grinnell f 1 
University' of Nebraska* Press,W962 (This is a 
™£™ T n lfc ; ° f £ he ' 1892 edition) ? and THE OLD 
NORTH ^RAIL; LIFE, LEGENDS AND RELIGION" OF 
, THE BLACKFEET INDIANS by- Walter McClintock; 
University of Nebraska Press , Lincoln, ' 1-968:: 
(This is a reprint o«|the 1910 edition) . ' 




: The He'art Bu t te Bilingual P*>gram has" 
published a number of other f°rxes. JoT 
Children about the -Blackfeet^ncludxng (The 
Loud Mouthed Gun", "Ldrae Bear , N^dsi. 
'Strong Medicine" , • "Sik-ki-mi" , and LxtVtle 
maze 8 and the, Buffalo Jump". T^e storxej 
span the , history - of the ^<* fe f J^M 
time before they had horses and guns tg 
their first contacts with White-men in « 
Middle of the -nineteenth century They a,, 
available from the' non-profit Council tor. 
IaSian Education, Box 31215, Billings, MTf. 
- 5-9107 . ' ■ 



Heart. Butte Bilingual. Program Staff 

Jon Reyhner, Director 
Warren Adams, Asst. Dir . /Curriculum Spec. 
... ', Molly Bull Shoe, Resource Teacher 
Ann Williamson, Secretary 
- Pat -Calf Boss Ri'bs, Home-School Liaison 

. r" 
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